Hypersensitivity pneumonitis in an orchid grower associated with sensitivity to the fungus Cryptostroma corticale.
Hypersensitivity pneumonitis resulting from sensitivity to the fungus Cryptostroma corticale was last reported 20 years ago in association with the occupation of stripping bark from maple logs. A case of hypersensitivity pneumonitis is presented which was associated with exposure to Cryptostroma corticale from non-maple bark chips used to grow orchids. The exposure history and evidence of immune reactivity to the fungus strongly support its causal role in this case.